Predisposing Causes of Venial Caries.
BY JEKOME B. TEN EYCK, M. D., D. D. S. In discussing the subject of dental caries, our remarks will be confined principally to those predisposing causes dependent upon defective nutrition.
Investigations have proven to us that the teeth of past generations have not been found to be attacked with caries cD to so great an extent, bv far, as those in modern times ; and that in countries the most advanced in civilization, there do we find that dental caries prevail to the greatest extent.
That there are many causes predisposing to dental caries, in connection with, and independent of defective nutrition, is beyond peradventure. We observe in that peculiar constitutional habit of the body called diathesis, which is entailed from one generation to another, the causes of various pathological conditions manifested in the entire human organism, but nowhere more distinctly marked than in the dental structures. In the temperaments which are characterized by various constitutional tendencies, and which are amenable to laws of nature that are fixed and certain, do we find the physical character, and pathological condition of the dental organs in different types. 
